
Package Beesand
Queens

Georgia's commercial bee industry may-be

consid,erei a "Late bloomer" com'pared to other

igiicutnral commod'i't'ies. But s'tnce the estab-

lis,hment of bee and' packag e E reen productisn ouer
"oo 

iu"it igo, the statehas-blosssmed'into one of the

top suppti'ers in the natinn.

Although honeYbees are consid-

ered one of the world's oldest

domestic animals, it onlY has been

in the last centurY that man has

Iearned how to effectivelY manage

and produce the insects. In Colonial

America, earlY settlers brought

honeybees with them from Eng-

land. During this time bees often

were maintained in hollow trees

Raising package bees is a continuous process' Excess populations are

rhJ;; f-rom tfre frives into shipping crates every 10 to 12 days' Bees are

;;f tt the pound, most commottly itt t*o, three or five pound packages'

There are an estimated 3500-4000 bees per pound (left)t - -
Theinsectsareshippedinspecial'""eu"udcrateswhichincludeafood

supply. Three or mo""-"ug". o? package bees often are crated together for

;flifpins throughout the United States and Canada (right)'


